GOING SOLAR

1. Homes with solar
sell faster than
non-solar homes,
sometimes by two-
to-one. 2. A solar
pool heating system
can pay for itselfin
two to three years. 3.
Solar water heaters
also provide value
to a home. 4. Solar
PV systems convert
sunlight directly
into electricity.
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Using

SOLAR

TO INCREASE BUILDER PROFITS

Builders can expand revenue
streams by meeting their customers’
demands for solar energy

BY LINDA TOZER, APR

ne of the hottest trends in green building today is the use of solar energy to heat water

or power homes and buildings. According to a 2007 Roper poll, 90 percent of Ameri-
cans think solar should be offered as an option on a new home. This support jumped more
than 12 percent from 2006 to 2007. Closer to home, a 2008 Florida-based Mason-Dixon Poll
reports that 81 percent of respondents say they would prefer to live in a home that includes
solar. The response is even stronger among women, with 86 percent claiming this preference.

Why solar? A growing majority of Americans (over 80 percent) believe that global climate

change is a reality, yet very few environmentally friendly choices can visibly showcase these
beliefs. However, solar panels on a rooftop, like a car with a “hybrid” badge, are emerging as
one of the most visible ways to tout an environmentally conscious commitment to both neigh-
bors and friends. This commitment to the environment seems to be broad-based, crossing
political, age, gender, and income demographics. >>
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